CHAPTER XI
KING EDWABD  AND   POETRY
tc IT is well known that the late King was no very
devoted student of poetry. At a banquet upon a
semi-literary, semi-State occasion when the names
of the guests had to be submitted for the King's
personal inspection, that of an extremely well
known poet was objected to on account, it is said,
of its unf amiliax and plebeian sound. Explanation
led to frank admission of the King's unfamiliarity
with some of the chief poetic reputations of the
day. Yet the poet in question was one of the
daintiest and most accomplished writers of vexs
d'oceasion that the country has produced."i
Probably the writer accurately describes King
Edward as " no very devoted student of poetry 55;
but I demur to the assertion thatC4 it is well known'9
that this was one of his faiblesses* just as, until
June 1912,, it was anything but "well known55
that " he was no reader of books. He could not
concentrate Ms mind upon them.55 2 How well
qualified the " Times" writer was to discuss
1Ttae "Times   Literary Supplement,"  June 5,  1913.   Article
on the " LaureatesMp."
3 " Dictionary of National Biography "